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nyivani (Culcutta] of the 1st February has the following :— 
shi ‘The Indian “vablie have been thrown into 
The rumoured Russian advance reat anxiety to learn that thirty thousand Russian 
— soldiers have arrived close to the Afghan frontier, 
and that a Russian ambassador has already come to Kabul. The Indians love 
the British Government. Under its rule peace and tranquillity reign all over 
the land. Russia is coming to disturb this peace, and the Indians have, 
therefore, very good reason to be anxious. Persia is now under the control of 
Russia, who is now her creditor. Henceforth, whenever Persia will want 
money, she will have to apply to Russia for it. Persia will never be able to 
throw Russia off her shoulders, and will henceforward have to follow Russian 
advice in all matters. If Russia can once establish her supremacy in Persia, 
++ will not be dificult for her to establish her dominion in Afghanistan. In 
this critical momeut we advise the Government to mend the defects and faults 
of its administration and try to win the hearts of the Indians. The grateful 
Indians will never hesitate to lay down their lives in the defence of their 
Government. 


2. Al Punch [Bankipur] of the 2nd February says that all brave and 


distinguished British generals are now on the 

The outlook for the Boers =» battlefields in South Africa. The Boers will 

have either to surrender themselves to the British by confessing their fault, or 
to fly and take shelter in the sandy desert of Africa. 


8. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 5th February is glad that 
Sailajananda Ojha, the priest of the Vaidya- 
nath temple, has published a circular in Sanskrit 
in which he exports all Her Majesty’s subjects to try their best to strengthen 
the British Empire in its present crisis. | 


4. 'The Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 5th February has the following :— 
The English reverses in the Boer war have 

: created a sensation all over the world, because 

England, who is recognised as the first Power in the world, never met with 


such reverses before. The Boers have displayed great heroism, and President 
Kriiger has done the work of a Bismarck. 


_ The adverse criticism of the manner in which the war in South Africa is 
being carried on by England is manifold and various, but to tell the truth the 
English military officers in South Africa areto blame for not keeping the 
British War Office well informed of the fighting strength and strategical 
advantages of the Boers. In fact, the Boer war has resulted from the folly 
of Dr. Jameson, who invaded the Boer country without the permission of the 
War Office. The Times’ advice to send further reinforcements to South 
Africa has excited the laughter of the foreign Powers. In fact, if the war 
continues longer, the political world will undergo a change, The Queen’s 


pene on the opening of Parliament has emboldened those who are against 
© war. 


A Hindu priest in the war. 


England and the Boer war. 


0. The same paper says ean aneent none not carry on the Boer 
war much longer, because it has greatly divert 

ions Boer war—s Russien ad- hor situailen” Hines the sanenineie ot he al 
- _ elsewhere. Russia has sent troops to Kushk, either 
with the view of preventing any reinforcements from going from India to South 
Africa, or with the object of invading Afghanistan. It is through Russian 
machination that a child of nine years has been placed on the throne of China 
She is compelling the Shah of Persia to give her some special privileges in 


his own dominions. All this is going on with the full . 
but on account of her aac i in § a knowledge of England, 


outh Africa sh : 
attention to it. If Russia succeeds in extorting a igey divieas tra pod 
Shah, the loser will be not only Persia but also England to a large extent. 
6. The same paper says that the Shah ought not to make any further 
Devils und Dinin concessions to Russia, because he can keep at ba 


his other neighbours, namely, Turkey and Englan 
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but Russia is more than a match for him, The Shah ought to make an alliance 
with the other great Powers, 80 that, in the event of Russia’s making encroach- 
ments upon Persia, they may help him against her. It is only England whose 
fear will prevent Russia from conquering Persia. The Shah, therefore, 
ought to keep the balance of power intact, so that neither Russia nor England 
may acquire any preferential advantages upon ea ch other in Persia. England 
does not want to come into close contact with Russia. If therefore the 
Shah assumes such an attitude, it will to some extent save England from 
harassnient. , . : 


7. The same paper has received from a correspondent the following 
extract from a speech delivered by a_ Persian 


Persia and the foreigners. maulavi at a public meeting : — 


O learned aims, Persia is the cradle of your faith. Let it now be -‘under- 
stood that our enemies are trying by all means, military, political, commercial 
and strategical, to conquer us. You ought to fear that day when the tombs 


of your forefathers will be trampled upou by your enemies. Are we, alims, not 


the successors of the Prophet? If we are, we should try to save our 
country from the hands of the foreigners. Let us collect zakat (a portion of 
the wealth given annually by every rich Musalman to the poor agreeably 
to the Koran) from our brethren and give a portion of it to the poor and keep 
the remainder for other religious and educational purposes. If we continue 
to do so for some time, we shall be able to do immense good to the country 
with that fund. — : , 2 


8. The same paper says that in civilized countries every political, 

a _ Yeligious, and social matter is criticised in news- 
sveikig the Pres eper in Fersia papers; but the Persians have not yet ‘learnt, to 
appreciate newspapers, and they are still in sound 
sleep. Perhaps when they will wake, the light of the Crescent will disappear 
in the darkness of the Cross. At that time their faint murmur will mes sae 
no. effect.. Of late, the Lelouk { Persia ]., a Chistian paper, wrote disparagingly 
of the Prophet; but no Persian paper ventured to contradict that paper, 
perhaps for fear that by so doing the Persians might incur the displeasure of 
Christians. sy , 


9, The same paper says that according to the Russian press, Russia has 
sent a survey party to Persia for the purpose of 
constructing a railway in that country, There is 
no denying that the proposed railway will ry sage Persia’s commercial and 
political condition. But, asa rule, the owners of the railway will have at first to 
agree to make over the railway to the sovereigns in whose dominion it is con- 
structed. The Sultan has permitted German capitalists to make a railwa 

through his territory on certain conditions, one of which is that the Sultan 
shall be at liberty to buy off the Syndicate at any time, Butit is very 
strange that, as the Russian papers say, Russia has obtained unconditional per- 
mission: from the Shah to construct a railway. Perhaps the Russian papers 
are not well informed, oe 


10, The same paper says that the Boer war has given Russia a golden 

| cppertanity for scoring a diplomatic success in 

sane Bostee enreeee towards Persia and Afghanistan. She may try to clear 
Afghanistan. ° . ‘ a 
any obstacle which she may possibly meet with in 

invading India. It appears from Russian papers that, in the opinion of Russian 

statesmen, Russian troops can be sent to India either by forcing a way through 
Persia or Afghanistan, or by way of Khorasan, which should be exchanged 
by Persia for some Russian towns. From the movements of Russian troops 
and from the fact that Russia has withdrawn all the money which she ha 

deposited in the Persian bank, it appears that Russia intends to invade India 

through Persia. Persia ought therefore to keep herself fully prepared to meet 


the danger. | 
11, The same paper advises the Shah of Persia to pass a press law in his 


ava so that the native papers, which are 
siowly increasing 1n number, may not publish apy- 
thing disloyal and seditious, oa oer ee 


The Russian move. 


Wanted a press law in Persia. 
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Ik.—JIomE ADMINISTRATION, 


12, A correspondent writes as follows in the Charu Mikir [M ymensingh J 
of the 30th January :-— PS , 
There has been a recrudescence of gunda, 
oppression in village Piarpur in the Mymensingh 
district. Three cases of theft occurred in the place within a very short time, 
but the police has failed to trace the crime in almost every instance, This has 
emboldened the badmashes. The villagers are afraid of secking redress against 
these badmashes for fear of incurring their displeasure, Some time ago some: 
of these badmashes were imprisoned through the exertions of Kufnudini ses fe 
the late sub-inspector of the Katuali police-station. Some of them abseond 
at the time and have not yet been arrested, ad no efforts have ever been made 
to arrest them. Some measure ought to be taken to save the villagers from the 
hands.of these bJadmashes. 3 a ae oe 

13. The Khulna [Khulna] of the 2nd February complains of gunda 

oppression in Nalta, a village in the Satkhira sub- 
division of the Khulna district, ‘hese gundas rove 
about at night, steal domestic utensils,’ and throw 
brickbats into houses to alarm the female inmates. If any one ventures to 
remonstrate with them, they ara sure to oppress and ill-treat him, - .—s_-_ » 

14. The same paper complains that the public prostitutes in Khulna town 
are in the habit of going about the town in proces- 
sion with music with the ostensible object of 

begging for contributions for Rakshakah Puja. 
Such processions are surely prejudicial to the morals of the Khulna public. 
It is a great regrot that the amia of the Narail Babus are encouraging these 
processions. 3 | 

15. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd February writes as follows with 

| reference to the increase in the Calcutta police 
. The ee to the police force force :— 
wana We would have had nothing to say if thé cost 
of this increased police force had not been imposed on our shoulders. We do 
not admit that the existing police force is unable to keep the peace in Calcutta. 
If there had been a recrudescence of crime and lawlessness in Calcutta, the 
Calcutta public would themselves have applied for an increase in the police 
force, We do not think that this increase will bring about a dimimution of 
crime, 

16. The Dacca snares Saree. of the 5th February has the following :— 

~ We have heard that under the rule of the Nawabs 
nobody could live unmolested with wife, sister, and 
tine daughter. Not a page of the history of those times 
but is said to be tarnished with narratives of forcible abduction of wife 
from husband, of sister from brother, and of daughter from father, and of the 
ripping open of the wombs of enceinte women. But it is a matter of. great 
regret that oppression upon women should be committed not now and then but 
every day in broad daylight under the highly moral and most powerful British. 
rule. Fora number of years our able contemporary of the Charu Mthir has 
heen bringing to light such cases of oppression, and the officials have been 
doing their best to put them down ; but unfortunately the number of such cases 
is on the increase instead of decreasing. In reply to the question asked b 
the Raja of Nashipur on the subject, Mr. Bolton stated in the Ben al Council 
the other day that during the three months of September, October and ewan 
ber last, 164 cases of oppression on women had been instituted in the M ie 
singh district, of which 31 were cases of 64 of : the Mymen- 
rape, of abduction with immoral 


intent, 14 of forcible abduction from lawful Seale “epee 
trespass, and.33 of. outraging female i Pi peer of ee 


circumstances of the country, will easily 
of oppression of women remain undetected in a distrigt in which so many ag 164 


cases came to light during a period of only three months. The Chicf 
ee es indeed filled us with despair. That reply dou a ee 


fearful is the oppression which is committed upon women in the Mymenaingh. 


Badmashes in a village in the 
Mymensingh district. 


Gunda oppression in a village 
in the Khuins district. 


Processicns of prostitutes in 
public streets in Khulna. 


Mr. Bolton on oppression of 
women in Mymensingh. 


_ duvery one acquainted with the: 
realise what a large number of cases. 
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district. To the Raja’s enquiry as to the cause of the prevalence of the crime, 
Mr. Bolton returned only hints and inuendoes. He said that the area of the 
Mymensingh district was 6,300 square miler, and that it contained a population 
of 35 lakhs, of which such a large proportion as 25 lakhs were Musalmans. 
He also said that adultery, kidnapping, and similar offences were of frequent 
occurrence in the district. By this Mr. Bolton undoubtedly meant to say that 
offences like adultery, kidnapping, rape, &c., cannot but be prevalent in a place 
which was inbabited mostly by Musalmans, because it was idle to hope to keep 
female honour and chastity safe among a Musalman population. But is this 
true? Was it fair to have recourse to such subterfuges in order to screen the 
inability and inefficiency of the officials? What Mr. Bolton has said amounts 
to an admission that Government cannot establish law and order in a place 
like Mymensingh, where there is such a large Musalman population. Are 
then the women of Mymensingh to be left unprotected, and will anarchy 
prevail for ever? Cannot this state of things be by any means checked ? 


We are of a different opinion from Mr. Bolton. Our firm belief 1s that 
it is the Mymensingh police alone who are responsible for the non-suppression 
of the crime to this day. Of the 184 persons who were committed for trial 
during the three months in question, so many as 63 in a manner escaped scot- 
free. This would not have happened if the cases had been carefully investigatr- 
ed by competent police officers. ‘The women who are oppressed are generally 

oor, whilst their oppressors are mostly rich men. In this state of things it is 
idle rs expect crime to be punished, unless the police do their duty conscien- 
tiously. , 
Lastly, Mr. Bolton said that the increase in the number of cases instituted 
during the three months in question was due to the employment of special police. 
This means that the ordinary Mymensingh police is inefficient. It also gives 
some idea of the extent of the crime prevalent in the district. The fact is that 
cases of oppression of women are taking place every moment in Mymensingh, 
but only a emall number of the cases are brought to light. 


The employment of special police alone will not be enough. Government 
should take other steps too. 


17. A correspondent, writing in the Tripura Hitaisht ['Tippera] of the 5th 
February, says that there has been a recrudescence 
of theft in village Sarail in the Tippera district. 
Thefts are often committed in the village, but the 
villagers do not dare to seek redress against the badmashes for fear of bein 
further molested by them. The dadmashes have become so much emboldened’ 
that they carry on their bad work even in broad daylight. Sarail Hat is the 
haunt of these badmashes. : 
18. A correspondent, writing in the Prativasi {Calcutta | of the 5th Febru 


: ary, says that malaria is doing quite a kavoc in the 
BP cys git Bag Bey ie villages within the jurisdiction of the Faridpur 

police station in the Pabna district. In village 
Barasia nearly all the families are laid up with fever, and the dead bodies, 
instead of being cremated, are being deposited in a particular place, making the 
village still more unhealthy. The chaukidari'tax in the villages Samaspir 
and Satbaria is being gradually increased, but neither chaukidars nor dafadars 
come to the villages at night. 


Badmashes in & village in the 
Tippera district. 


(6)—— Working of the Courts, 


19, The Charu Mihir pe ymensingh ) of the $0th January says that the 

aes | Second Munsif of Mymensingh has found outa 
The Second Munsif of Mymen- novel way of clearing his file. In some cases he 
fixes too high a valuation, and in others too small, 
and then sets up the plea of want of jurisdiction. In some cases he himself 
raises the jurisdiction plea on behalf of the defendant, Sceing the Munsif’s 
strong inclination to remove cases from his file, the defendants in many cases, 


though not objecting to the valuation of their suits, are making separate appli- 
cations for the settlement of issues as to jurisdiction. hii: PP | 


( 95 ) 


. The same paper has the following :— * 
m pit The other day, Mr. Roe, the District Magis- 
trate of Mymensingh, compelled a witness to take. 
off his shoes before entering the court. | 
Tho discourteous and rude behaviour of the J — t,o of Mymen- 
singh has proved too much for parties and their pleaders. He does not even 
shrink from calling gentlemen “ swine” and it is said that sometimes he rises 
up from his seat in order to beat complainants. He makes faces at the pleaders 
and mukhtars, and often reprimands them urinecessarily. We do not know 
whether there is another whimsical Magistrate like him. 


21. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrtka [Calcutta] of the 
31st-January has the following :— 

| The explanation given by Mr. Bolton of 
Mr. Pennell’s transfer is not satisfactory. A correspondent of the Amrita 
Bazar Patrika writes to the following effect with reference to the transfer :— 
“Those who think that Mr. Pennell’s transfer had nothing to do with the 
Chapra case are mistaken. We think that Mr. Bolton has himself been uncon- 
sciously led into the same mistake. Mr. Pennell’s officiating appointment as 
Additional District and Sessions Judge of Saran ended before the vhs 
vacation. He telegraphed to the Bengal Government to know where he should 
go after the vacation, and it was announced in the Calcutta Gazette of the 
11th October that he should continue to act as the Additional District, and Ses- 
sions Judge of Saran until further orders. ‘The judgment in the Chapra case 
was given on the 6th October, and the courts closed for the Puja vacation 
from the 7th of that month. On the 18th October the Government cancelled. 
its order of the 11th instant, and transferred Mr. Pennell to Noakhali. Noone,: 
under these circumstances, will believe that Mr, Pennell was transferred in the 
ordinary course of business, and that his transfer had nothing to do with the 
case, Probably Mr. Bolton has by this time seen his mistake. Itis true that. 
the Government transferred Mr. Pennell before it saw his judgment in the 
Chapra case. But when the judgment was given on the 6th Uctober, and the 
Government cancelled its orders of the 11th October on the 18th, it cannot 
but be believed that the Government had heard something about the case 
before ordering Mr, Pennell’s transfer. Mr. Pennell passed censures in bis 
judgment on all the executive officers concerned, from the Commissioner down 
to the Deputy Magistrate. It is very probable that the Government transferred 
him to Noakhali believing as true the one-sided statement of the censured 
officers.” . The editor thus comments on the letter :—Mr. Bolton is a large- 
hearted man, and we often get proofs of his sympathy with the people. But to 


we is human, and we do not therefore wish to say anything more on the. 
subject. | 


The District Magistrate and the 
Joint-Magistrate of Mymensingh. 


Mr. Pennell’s transfer. 


22, Tho Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the Ist February is dissatisfied with the 
punishment inflicted by the Presidency Magistrate 


. An inadequate punishment of a he : ; 
— of Calcutta in a case in which one Tarapada 


serious offence. 


Pramanik, of Syampukur, Calcutta, was charged. 


with enticing away and attempting to commit an indecent assault on a girl. 


The offence committed by the accused may not appear to be serious in the eye. 
of an European Magistrate, but it is not so in the eye of Hindu society. The 


accused ought not tu havo been let off with such a light punishment, 
23. ‘T’he same paper writes as follows :— 


The Pennell case. ° 
a when the pcrmanent. incumbent in the district 
judgeship of Chapra took over charge from Mr, Pennell, the latter was advised 


to stay there as an Additional Sessions Judge. A notification to that effect 
published in the Calcutia Gazette of the 11th October, but in the ead sandy of 
the same a notification appeared transferring Mr. Pennell to Noakhali. 


Mr. Bolton however says that Mr, Pennell . 
Sieh ok Uadiaaka Z nell was transferred in the ordina 


Chapra case have been reprimanded, 


been stopped for a year. Mr. Bourdillon was 
going to officiate for the Chief Secretary! one of thane 


A correspondent’ writes in the Englishman that 


Mr. Bolton also says that the officials connected with ‘the 
and the promotion of some of them has’ 
officials, but he is 
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24. Referring to the case in which @ European soldier, charged ‘with 
ae ee xB. - murdering 9, punkha cooly, has been acquitted, the 
The Ae rape —- soldier = Bharat Mitra Calcutta } of the Sth February says 
ran arama that although the accused himself confessed having 
assaulted the punkha-puller with his fists, the jury called by the Chief Court Oo 
Lahore to try the case returned the verdict of ‘not guilty.” ‘This decision 
reflects great discredit, not only upon British justice, but also upon the 
conscience of the jurors, The moral cowardice shown by the jurors in: pro. 
nouncing the accused not guilty will make British soldiors cowards. A British 
soldier is required to display his heroism in the battlefield by beating the. 
enemy. It is no heroism to beat a defenceless native. — | 


(d)—Education. | oe 
25, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
81st January has the following:— Pk a 
A variety of causes has brought about the 
present deterioration in the health of the people of 
these provinces, In addition to fever, cholera, small-pox and other diseases 
which have always existed in the country, plague has now made its appearance, 


‘Study of hygiene in the Bengal 
schools and colleges. 


and is spreading all over India. Under these circumstances, it is plainly the 


duty of Government to endeavour to do something to promote sanitation 
among the people. According to Colonel Hendley, the Inspoctor-General’ of 
Civil Hospitals in Bengal, it is their ignorance of the rules of hygiene and 
constant violation of those rules that are responsible for the frequent outbreaks 
of dangerous epidemics in the country. He has therefore come to the conclu- 
rion that it would be impossible to cope successfully with such epidemics if. 
arrangements are not made for a more extensive study of hygiene in the 
schools and colleges of Bengal; and he has for that reason submitted-a 
proposal to the syndicate of the Calcutta University for its introduction: as a 
subject of study in all school and college classes, beginning with the lowest: 
class in a school, and ending with the M. A. class in a college. 

This is of course a good proposal, and there can be no doubt that the 
more carefu!ly and widely this important subject is studied by native boys and 
adults the better will it be for the country. But it is one thing to read‘ books 
on hygiene and quite another to observe the rules of hygiene. Even without 
the aid of any particular book, one’s common sense is enough to teach one how 
hea'th can be preserved, and yet it is notorious that. men break the laws: of 
health and contract disease. A little reflection will show that one who would: 
really improve the sanitary condition of the country must possess a deeper 
insight into the question, and put forth more energetic efforts in order to be 
able to attain the object in view. ) ie ce eis, 

Devastating epidemics occurred in this country in the past, Ancient 
Hindu rishis ascertained the causes of those visitations, and prescribed the 
rernedial measures that should be adopted on such occasions, They were well 
acquainted with the methods of curative treatment and the rules of sanitation. 
In those days the water, air, and soil of this country were not purified and: 
disinfected by means of foreign articles; disease was not expelled from the body 
with the aid of foreign medicines; and the people did not learn hygiene in. books 
written by foreigners, and yet the country was healthier, and the people 
stronger.and better nourished than at present. In those days. destructive 
—, did not occur so often as they do now. In those days the spectacle 
of large and old and populous villages being turned into wilderness was seldom 
witnessed. Does not the idea accur to the officials that at the present time it is 
want of food that has become the cause of disease in this country ? 

_ Hygienic regulations enter deeply into Hindu religious ord inances, and in- 
ancient times the people obeyed those laws in the discharge of their everyr. 
day duties, in the performance of the acts of every-day life. The proposed: 
} uly of hygieno in school and college will only enable boys to pass examine, 
ations in that subject, In those days it was not necessary to study it for. that. 
purpose, There cum be no doubt that a knowledge of the rules of hygiene 
was highly valued by the people whose shastras teach them to always attend to 
their physical well-being, and lay down the principle that the body is the. 
principal instrumeut by which dharma can be practised and achieved. 
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ith the introduction of English education the word ‘prejudice’ came 
into be ein this country. The introduction of this word has done more harm 
to Hindu hygiene than is inflicted on.a country by even the most destructive 
cyclone. Undér the taunt of ‘prejudice’ all wholesome sanitary practices of 
the people have ge Frequen’ ablutions, frequent change of dress, 
and many other Hindu practices are now regarded by 7a as ‘prejudice, 
but it is a fact that they are based on hygiene principles of the utmost value, 
which European scientists are yet unable to comprehend. — 
If hygiene isto be taught in schools and colleges, the question arisos—from 


the books of what country will the rules on the. subject be compiled? Con- 
sidering the circumstances of this country, the nature and temperament of the 


people, and the wisdom displayed by the réshie in the sanitary practices 
enjoined by them, Indian hygiene is fuller and more complete than Western 


hygiene. It is extremely necessary that the 5 age should endeavour to 
arrive at a satisfactory decision in this matter. hy not republish and re- 
introduce the rules of Hindu hygiene? . Why not clearly show that they are 
based on science?. Observance of the old Hindu rules led to longevity and the 
formation of a strong and healthy body and the development of a well-ordered 
and religiously-disposed mind. But it remains to be seen how Western 
hygiene will be accepted by the people, and what will be the effect of their 
acceptance of it. The fact is, nothing will do any good until. poverty and 
famine disappear from the land. Poverty is the cause of all disease. It is the 
poor who are the first victims of epidemics. Why does not Colonel Hendley 
make some proposal in ¢his connection ? 


26. The Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, Bengal, writesthe Basumati 
[Calcutta] of the Ist February, has made a 
roposal for the introduction of h 
ject for all the University examinations. This is 
all very well: Tho proposal, if carried out, will lead to a large sale of English 
books, and will add another straw to the burden on the shoulders of the school- 
going youth, In this case, however, the last straw will not break the camel’s 
Back. | 3 


27. The Sanjivani Calcutta} of the lst February has the following ;— 

| In the last B. L. examination nearly 500 can- 
didates appeared, and only 107 of them have come 
out successful. Wehave come to know from a 
trustworthy source that only 71 candidates at first passed the examination. 
Mr. Justice Rampini, the Chairman of the Examination Committee, being 
dissatisfied with the result, sent the answer papers to a certain examiner for 
ré-examination, and this led to a slight increase in the number of successful 
candidates. Inthe year before last 5( per cont. of the candidates passed the 
examination, but this year only 21 per cent. have passed. We do not know 
whether the candidatcs or the examiners are to blame. — | 


Hygienein the University ex- | 
aminations, 


The results‘of the last B. L. ex- 
aminati2n. 


(e) —Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


28, A correspondent writes the following in the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- 
Anands Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 8lat 
pushy January :— 

More than 500 persons have to come every day to the Diamond Harbour 
Courts, district 24-Parganas, on business. The train from Calcutta arrives at 
Diamond Harbour at 10-30 a.m., and suitors have to cross the creck in 
order to come to the Munsifs’ courts. But as soon as the train arrives a con- 
stable comes to the ferry ghat and tga more than 20 persons being taken 
into the ferry boat atatime. This causes delay and much inconvenience to 
the parties, There are only two ferry boats, and their condition is so deplorable 
that passengers fear to risk their lives by getting into them. The manjis, too 
who ply these boats are not skilful men. ‘Those who can afford to pay hire 
separate boats fur themselves, but they have also to pay the usual ferr 
to the ghat manji. This ferry ghat brings to Government an income of 4.000 
rupees a year, but public convenience is not consulted in its management. Me 
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29. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 2nd February writes, that the 
Jadurhati Union Committee in the 24-Parganas 
The Jadurhati Union Committee, district is rendering valuable services to the village 
en people within its jurisdiction, and with adequate 
iary assistance from the District Board, it is likely to improve the water- 
supply of the villages under it, The time for re-electing members for the 
Union Committee is approaching, and it is to be hoped that the existing 
members will not be re-elected. In electing members the character and social 
position of the candidates should be taken into consideration. It is extremely 
desirable that the villages of Muhammadpur, Panji, Jangalpur, and Napara 
should be brought within the jurisdiction of the Union Committee. Mr. Allen, 
the kind-hearted Magistrate of the 24-Parganas district, promised to extend the 
jurisdiction of the Committee, and itis hoped that he will give effect to his 
intention before the election takes place 


30. A correspondent, writing in the Basirhat Suhrid [ Basirhat] of the 3rd 
The Taki Municipslity February, complains that the residents of the 
Neg Jalalpur and Beokati villages in the 24-Parganas 
district have in many places encroached upon the public road, The encroach- 
ment on the Jalalpur road was brought to the notice of the authorities, and it is 
said that notices were served on the offenders, but no further action has yet 
been taken in the matter. ; 
The water in the tanks in Jalalpur is quite unfit for drinking purposes, 
and the water of the river becomes benckich at the approach of summer. The 
villagers have therefore to go a long way in search of good drinking, water. 
The zamindar Babus of Jalalpur offered the right of ownership in a certain 
tank to the Municipality ; and the Municipality could have re-excavated it at 
a cost of something like Rs. 100. But the offer was not accepted, because 
the tank was very small; and the authorities have taken in hand the excava- 
tion of a large tank in Saidpur at a very large expense, although that village 
is prosperous enough to look after its own wants. ‘The tank, when excavated, 
will benefit only the Chaudhuripara people. 

Two Commissioners are elected from every ward in the Taki Munici- 
pality. But Jalalpur and Beokati, which are two separate villages, together 
return only one Commissioner. The villagers will deem ita great favour if 
another Commissioner is nominated by Government to represent them. 


(h)—General, 


31. The Kasipur Nivasi nee, Barisal) of the 28th January has the 
following :— 

The mail from Barisal reaches Ramchandrapur 
via Banaripara at 5 P.M. in the evening, and consequently letters, &c., are not 
delivered on that day. If Ramchandrapur is made w branch of the Barisal 
post office, the runner who carries the mail to Varukathi can reach Ram- 
chandrapur through Hasainpur at 12-30 p.m., and letters can be delivered in 
the course cof the day. 

The mail from Calcutta reaches Barisal after dark, and letters and parcels 
are therefore delivered on the following morning. Persons desiring to get 
their letters in the evening have to send to the Barisal head office for the 
same. ‘This causes much inconvenience to the public. If the Kalibari non- 
delivery office be given the power of coche A the public will not have to wait | 
for their letters and parcels as they have to do now. ~ 


32, The Som Prakash {Calcutta} of the 29th January has the follow- 
ing :— 

It is said that Mr. Finucane will be appointed 
Commissioner of the Rajshahi division on the 
retirement of the present incumbent, Mr. O’Donnell, But when will Mr. K. 
G, Gupta be made a Commissioner? It is not proper for the authorities to— 
overlook his claims. There is the resolution of the Public Service Commission 
that two natives ought to be appointed to divisional comiissionerships. 
Mr, Dutt has clearly proved that Bengalis can discharge the responsible duties - 
of a Commissioner with ability; and we shall be glad to see Mr, Gupta made a 
Commissioner during Sir John Woodburn’s Lieutenant governorship, | 


A Barisal postal matter. 


Mr. K. G. Gupta’s claim toa 
Commissionership. 


( 9% ) 
“oo ema of the. 30th January has the 


owing :— ' 
Now that the Government has underetood that 
the natives are the most loyal subjects of Her 
Majesty, it will not be out of place to ask it to repeal the law under which 
a subject may be imprisoned without trial, How will the Indians understand 
that the Government has faith in their loyalty if this law is not repealed ? 
If the Government regards the Indians as loyal, it ought to repeal those laws 
and regulations the mere existence of which in the Statute Book is a slur on 
their ie ; 
34. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the lst February has the following :— 

I'he Government has transferred to Bhagalpur 
Mr. Lloyd, the Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Chaibassa, 
who the other day whipped a respectable pleader 
in court and afterwards feigned madness, A correspondent of the Englishman 
says that Mr, Lloyd has been sent to Begusarai on plague duty. But plague 
duty is very responsible duty. What an amount of trouble the authorities had 
to face in Bombay for the faults of some of their hot-headed plague officers ? 
The Government ought not to have placed such a responsible duty in the 
hands of a hot-headed man like Mr. Lloyd, who could — a respectable 

erson, and who has been looked upon as a madman and therefore. transferred. 
We draw the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor to this, 

35. ‘The Mihtr-o-Suahakar [Calcutta] of the 2nd February has the 
following :— 

Mr. Streatfeild, the Deputy Commissioner of 
Ranchi, is an educated and liberal-minded officer. Impartial in the admin- 
istration of justice, he possesses a truly sympathetic heart, There are few 
civilian officers of Government so able, 1% and kind-hearted as Mr. 
Streatfeild. We cannot say why he finds himself unable to put down this 
Munda disturbance. He has been probably duped oY the cruel police officers 
of the place, most of whom hail from Bihar and are biassed in favour of their 
countrymen—the Bihari zamindars. If Mr. Streatfeild follows the advice of 
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fol 
Indianloyalty and Government's 


duty. 


Employment of Mr. Lloyd on 
plague duty. 


The Munda disturbance. 


these police officers, he will surely be deceived and there will be slaughter and — 


bloodshed, 


Colonel Dalton was for a long time the Commissioner of Chota Nagpur, | 


and was exceedingly trusted by, and popular with, the Sonthals. But the 
officials of these days are slaves of the police, and accept as gospel truth what 
the police says. The result is that instead of doing justice they act ina wa 

which produces dis:atisfaction in the minds of the people. ‘The Penal Code 
does not prove efficacious in all places, Wild beasts do not fear the Penal 
Code. But Colonel Dalton was able to bring all these wild tribes completely 
under his influence without the help of the Penal Code or the police, Docu- 
ments are still in existence showing how on one occasion Colonel Dalton 
averted a rising of the Sonthals solely by his personal influence. Chota Nagpur 
will not be pacified by means of laws and regulations. 
Colonel Dalton is required for this purpose. ubjanta officers of the day will 


not do. These men do not try to make themelves acquainted with the condi- — 


tion of the country and its people, and that is why British rule is becoming 
so unpopular. The task of government is now entrusted in the hands of the 
police, The Magistrates are as a rule raw and inexperienced boys, who make 
over almost every matter ‘to police for report,’ and then hasten to the racquet 
court or the polo-ground. Government is an admirer of red tapism, and the 
officer who is well versed in that is regarded as the most efficient. 

_ The people of India are warm admirers of the British Government, 
It is incompetent officers of that Government who are producing dissatisfaction 
in their minds. These officers do not care whether or no the people are 
satisfied. Formerly, however, the officials attached great importance to public 
opinion, and the pecple on their part worshipped them as gods. All this 
has changed since the rule of parallel promotion was introduced by Sir George 
Campbell. 
of eervice. It was not so in the past. Europ+an officials in those days spent 


a large number of yeurs in this country, learnt the vernaculars de th; 
acquainted with the condition of 4 » made themeelves 
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their happiness and welfare. They were adored by the people, who thought 
that there was no oppressor among Eurvpeans. No such idea is now enter- 
tained, and nobody ventures to tell the truth. ee 
. Mr. Allen, Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, and Mr. Oldham, Magistrate of 
Gaya, are officers of the old type. By their ability, firmness, impartiality, and 
sympathy with the people, both of them have become extremely popular, and 
are now model District Officers. : 

36. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd hte om has the following :— 

peti ae We have repeatedly brought it to the notice 
causing °Y scidental deaths of of the authorities that artillery and rifle practice 
natives. by soldiers often leads to accidental deaths; but 
it is a great regret that no steps have yet been taken to remove this grievance 
of the public. There is uo denying that this artillery and rifle’ practice is 
causing the public a good deal of hardship and inconvenience. The artillery 
practice in the Fulta and Chingrikhal forts often endangers the lives of the 
neighbouring villagers, and many accidental deaths have occurred from such 
practice in Ulubaria. Before the artillery practice is held in the Chingrikhal 
and Fulta forts, all people in the neighbourhood are required to remove, and 
it is easily imaginable how difficult it is for the weak, the infirm, and the young 
to remove within a short time from their houses. The hardship and inconve- 
nience of the public is aggravated by the Government sometimes hesitating to 
pay them adequate compensation for their losses. 

Last year we brought to the notice of the authorities the case of Bhutnath 
Bagdi, of Kadihati, who was accidentally wounded by astray shot from the 
rifle: of a practising soldier. The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerji 
asked the following question in the Council in connection with this matter: — 

_ Has the attention of the Government been drawn to a paragraph in the 
Hitavadi of the Sth instant to the effect that the people of Kadihati, a village 
in the vicinity of the Dum-Dum cantonment, have been put to serious loss 
and inconvenience by reason of the rifle practice of the local soldiers, and that. 
one Bhutnath Bagdi was shot through the leg, and the children of Babu’ 
Boikunta Nath Chuckerbutty, a local medical practitioner, narrowly escaped: 
being shot? If the above statements are substantially correct, will the 
Government be pleased to take the necessary steps with a view to the preven- 
tion of such accidents ? ” 

~odMr, Bolton replied as follows :—‘‘ It has been ascertained that the state-. 
ments referred to by the Hon’ble Member are substantially correct. A proposal: 
for the re-aligument of the range, so as to guard against all possibility of danger. 
to the villagers, is already under the consideration of the Military Department, 
and the necessity for completing the works by an early date will be brought to 
the notice of that department.” | : 

It is a regret, however, that even after this hopeful reply, no steps were 
taken by the Civil or the Military authorities to redress the grievance of the 
public. Or it may be that the authorities took the necessary steps to remove: 
the grievance, but without any effect. ) 

The consequence is that the number of accidental deaths from rifle shots 
is daily increasing. Here is a recent instance. One Bachhatulla, an old man,. 
was picking ‘salai in a field at Narayanpur, a village near Kadihati in the 
24-Parganas district. His son, Syed Ali, aged 16, was bringing his father’s 
meals to the field when he was shot in the chest by a stray bullet from the rifle 
of u soldier engaged in target practice, and died soon after, 

So, a native has been killed by a shot from a soldier’s rifle! Should w 
remain indifferent because the death was accidental? Is the only relief left 
tous in such cases heaving a long-drawn sigh? Are we to despair of a 
remedy, of a redress? Why are not the Military authorities trying their 
best to put a stop to such accidents? _How can we believe that native life has 
no value under British rule? 1f the dog of a European had died from -such an 
accident, he would have compelled the authorities to take active steps to put a 
stop to such occurrences. But the practice is causing the deaths of natives 
almost every day, and we have failed to do anything. 3 

Will not the piteous cry of the father who has lost a son move the heart 
of a sympathetic ruler like Sir John Woodburn? Will the sigh which can melt 
even a rock fail to move the stony h-art of the Military authorities? Such 
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g are not accidents, speaking: they have become incidents of 
oA every-day ame. We ned believe, we do not want to be told, 
that no one is responsible for such accidents. The.Government (the Military 
authorities) ate to blame for not having taken any steps to put a stop to 
them. Every drop of tear from the eyes of this bereaved father bears evidence 
against irresponsible officials. “ae ) 

In conclusion, we appeal to Lord.Curzon, the head of the Government. 
We humbly aek him to take the matter into his consideration. If an indepen- 
dent and intelligent ruler like him takes it upon himeelf to redress the 
grievance, we may rest assured that the grievance will be redressed. Lord 
Curzon is known to be a man who does not easily give up what he resolves 
to do. | ; 
37, The Government, writes the same paper, has proclaimed a reward of 

| Rs. 500 for the head of Birsa, the leader. of . the 
A barbarous proclamation issued Mynda rebels, and Rs. 100 each for the arrest of his 
shed aaeomcamurtets four companions. We never dreamt that the 
Government would issue such a barbarous proclamation. Snch a proclamation 
would have been possible during the Hindu or the Musalman rule, but it 18 
_ highly discreditable to the civilised British Government. Even Turkey would 
~ not venture to issue such a barbarous proclamation. 


III.—LeGis.ative. C . 
88. The Dainik Samachar [Calcutta] of the 18th January has the follow 
| ing :— i 
a Sir Patrick Playfair has strongly objected to 


the raising of the wages of tea-garden coolies. 
Mr, Rivaz defended the proposal to raise the wages on the ground that the 
rices of food-grains have risen since the time when the existing wages were 
Frat fixed; that the wages of labourers outside the tea gardens have risen; and 
that itis not to be expected that the existing wages will prove sufficient 
attraction to labourers. It is a regret that self-interest has so blinded Sir 
Patrick that he has failed to appreciate the cogency of these arguments. He 
urges that the object of the proposed measure is to put down the abuses of cooly 
recruiting, and that enhancement of wages will not in any way remove those 
abuses, In our opinion the low wages of coolies have a good deal to do with 
recruiting abuses. If coolies receive adequate remuneration and good treatment 
in the tea gardens, they will go there of their own accord and there will be no 
need for recruitment. And with recruitment recruiting abuses will disappear. 
Sir Patrick Playfair’s second objection to the proposed enhancement of 
wages 18 that it will prejudicially affect the tea industry. The existing number 
of tea-garden coolies is 505,371, and, according to Sir Patrick, the enhancement 
of wages will cost the tea gardens Rs, 60,64,452 a year. This may be true. 
But how much had the tea planters to pay the recruiters for these five lakhs of 
coolies? Taking Rs. 50 as the average cost of recruiting a cooly, the tea 
planters have spent no less than two crores and twenty-one lakhs on recruit- 
ment. If they had spent half that amount in enhancing the wages of the 
coolies, they could have easily dispensed with recruitment. | : 


IV —Native States, 


39, The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 5th February does not under- 


ss stand why an Anglo-Indian paper has adversely 

ments Enea telinions endow. criticised the Bess.. sal made “g the Maharaja of 
sia Travancore to pass a law for the better manage- 

ment of religious endowments in his State. That paper ought to knoe Eeel 

Travancore, which is a Hindu State, stands on a di erent i 

British Government in this respect. ee 


ooting from ‘the 


, 


_ V.—ProspPects or THE CROPS AND CONDITION oF THE PEOPLE, 
40. The Daini« Samachar [Calcutta] of the 23rd January has the follow- 


Lord Cur ine speech. 9/8 *— 
: wae cn mg . _“T am the last person in the world,” said the 
Viceroy in his famine speech in the Legislative Council, “to prefer the mere 
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interexts uf economy to those of humanity; and I acknowledge to the utmost 
overnment to spend its last rupee in the saving of human 
life and in the mitigation of extreme human suffering.” ) 


We cannot help worshipping that man as a god who can speak in this way, 
Inscrutable are the ways of Providence! He has cast the Indian people into 
great distress, but has at the same time given them a deliverer. It is rare 
good fortune to live under the rule of such a benign Government. 

The Viceroy also made the followiag observations :— 

‘¢T have seen it stated that no one goes on to relief works who is not 
threatened with actual starvation, Such is most emphatically not the case, 
I have myself seen hundreds—I might say thousands—of persons upon relief 
works who were in no such state of necessity or destitation, I have heard of 
persons accepting relief whose credit would easily have tided them over to 
better times, I know of cases in which men in receipt of famine relief have 
admitted that they have saved a portion of their famine wages and in which 
families proceeding together on to the works have earned more than they would 
have done in the ordinary circumstances of life.” ae 

We carnot disbelieve the Viceroy. We are bound to accept what he 
says as true, But we have one word to say. ‘There were innumerable deaths 
from starvation during the last famine, and this is why the people have this 
year been a little cautious, a little prudent. It is quite possible that they think 
that they will receive absoiutely no help when the relief works will be 
discontinued. This is why they are pinching themselves to save a. little 
money. This is why those who may have something in their purse are 


. a 


going to the relief works with the object of saving that something asa 


provision against a rainy day. We therefore admit that instances of persons 
not ix extrveme need availing themselves of famine rel.ef are by no means rare, 
But how many are such instances? ‘There may be only thirty-five thousand 
such persons among the three million aud fifty thousand labourers on relief 
works. We do not think that it will be a great pecuniary gain if these thirty- 
five thousand people are removed from the relief works. ‘There can however 
be no question that economy should be strictly observed under the present 
circumstances. It has become necessary to observe strict rules in selecting 


‘applicants for relief. We support the famine policy of the Government on the 


principle of ‘‘ halt a loaf is better than no bread.” 

41. The Murshidabad Pasa vs | Murshidabad] of the 3lst January has the 
ollowing :— | 

The famine with its flaming tongue is spread- 
ing far and wide, and threatens to consume the whole of India, The other day 
our high-minded and truthful Viceroy admitted inthe Council that such a wide- 
spread and devastating famine never before visited India during the present 
century. We never got faithful accounts of famines on other occasions. But 
it is otherwise now. Our Viceroy is not the man to hide the truth. He holds 
out the truth, and shows the serious nature'of the situation. This time we can- 
not expect any help from the generous English public. Their mind is fully 
occupied by the Boer war. The famine circular of the Viceroy, asking the 
Local Governments to select really deserving men for relief, has provoked 
criticism in the Native Dress. We, on our part, ask the Government to see 
that in its effort to select deserving men for relief, it be not the indirect cause 
of the death of even a single person. Our Viceroy has been sorry to see his 
circular so severely criticised. The other day he said in the Council that he 
was the last person to observe economy by sacrificing the lives of Her 
Majesty’s subjects, and that he considered it his first and foremost duty to save 
their lives, and therefore asked the public never to fear that he would sacrifice 
duty at the altar of economy. What a high-minded man he must be who can 
speak in this way. Such an educated, kind-hearted, truthful and dutiful ruler | 
never came to India after Lord Ripon. 

42. Babu Ram Chandra Ghosh, M.a., B.L., Professor, Victoria College, 


, Narail, district Jessore, writes as follows in the 
Ind i ie ’ 
go — * Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the lst February:— — 


: The people of India are giving practical 
proofs of their sympathy with the helpless families of the © Aes J killed and 


wounded in the ‘Transvaal War. But here in {ndja thousands of people are 
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dying from starvation, but they are found to do nothing beyond expressing a 


“tle regret. We do not question the propriety of helping the distressed 
fonilies cf the soldiers. It ¥ true that during the last fantine we got substantial 
help from the English people, and we are of course grateful to them. But is 
it patriotism to ignore the distress of our own countrymen, and come forward 
to help the distressed families of English soldiers? Do not our rich men feel 
more sympathy for our fan ine-stricken countrymen than for the’ soldiers in the 


Transvaal War? If their hearts do not bleed fur their countrymen, it cannot . 


be believed that they feel any real sympathy with the distressed families of 
English soldiers. € is true they are collecting subscriptions for the destitute 
Indians in South Africa. But is it not their first and foremost duty.to save 
their countrymen from starvation ? 


43. The Basumati (Calcutta) of the lst February writes as follows :-— 
i " isi The YZimes writes that the ye pte bed 
ne Oe peed. Should not monopolise the attention of the Englis 
ee public, and they must do something for the relief 
of the famine-stricken in India. The Lord Mayor has already been requested 
to open an Indian famine relief fund. This proves the large-mindedness and 


large heartedness of the English people. May God bless the peoplo who, even 
in their danger, can feel for the suffering multitudes of India! 


44, The same paper has the following :— 
It isa great — to learn that steps are 


* 


W anted a famine relief fund, 


in India. It would have been a great discredit to the Bengal aristocracy if 
they had satisfied themselves with contributing to the Transvaal War fund, and 


left it solely to the Government to relieve the distress of the famine-stricken in . 


their own country. It is no use concealing the fact that among the middle 
classes anxiety for the famine-stricken is increasing, and this anxiety so entirely 
fills their mind that there is absolutely no room left in it for the Transvaal 
War. They do not want you to refrain from contributing tothe Transvaal 
War fund, but they say that our first and foremost duty is to relieve the distress 
of our own famine-stricken countrymen, and when we have performed that 
duty, it should be our next concern to think of relieving the distress of the 
widows and orphans of the British soldiers killed in the Transvaal War. '*” 


VI.—MISscELLANEOUS., 


45. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika Calcutta | of the 31st 


ag dil sin ici iam January has the following with reference to the 
Ramnagar Raj. . “Case of the Raja of Ramnagar in Champaran :— 


The day before the Raja was committed to the 
sessions by Mr. Kilby, Joint-Magistrate of Bettia, he had to sign an agreement 
appointing Mr. Coffin as his manager up to1904, It was stipulated in the 
agreement that the Raja would have no power to interfere with the manage- 
ment of his estate, and would be satisfied with accepting a sum to be fixed by 
the manager for his personal expenses. A few days after the document had 
been drawn up the Raja dismissed Mr. Coffin. Will our Lieutenant-Governor 
kindly enquire why the Raja signed the agreement to the above effect a day 
before his committal to the sess:ons ? 

Mr. Coffin said in his deposition that the Raja had appointed him as his 
manager because he was requested to do so by Sir Alexander Mackenzie, the 
late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and that it was stipulated that he would 
manage the Raja’s zamindari from his indigo factory, so that he would not 
have to give up even his own business, and that he would get Rs. 400 a month 
as his salary. It must be remembered that Mr. Coffin has taken an Hara of 
many villages within the zamindaii of the Raja. If the Raja and his ralyats 
have profited ly this arrangement, it is for the Government to enquire. 

Mr. Coffin also said that there is a tin kathia arrangement in his 


factory by which a raiyat, taking a lease of a bicha of | oo 
own crops on 17 cottas of land, and has to set a ane pee to rele. bia 


7 art the remaining 3 cottas for 
the indigo planter. ‘Ihe raiyat has to pay rent a for the 
cultivates for his own benefit, and B22 lab Mien Se BAB ce Be By 


rat pted from paying any rent for the 
remaining 3 cotias. The Government ought to enquire Shethes tis arraDge- 


soon going to be taken to open a famine relief fund — 
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ment really exists in Mr. Coffin’s factory, and whether it is beneficial to the. 


raiyat. ’ : : : 
Mr. Coffin said that he was seated by the side of the Magistrate when the 
Raja’s case was being heard at Bettia. But it did not look well for him to be 
seated by the side of the Magistrate when his master was in the prisoner’s 
dock. e do not think it proper to give a seat to a person who is interested 
ina case by the side of the trying Magistrate. Is it a fact that the indign 
planters of Bihar always sit by th side of the trying Magistrate whenever 
they come to Court either as complainants or as accused persons? If so, the 
practice should be at once stopped. 

46. The Basumat a of the Ist February has the following :— 

n course of his visit to the Khanakul thana, 

Mr. Inglis, the District Magistrate of Hooghly, 
examined the boys of a village pathsala. Examination over, Mr. Inglis came 
to know that the boys had not till then taken any food. Upon this he had 
some sweetmeats purchased by a Brahman, and had these distributed amon 
the boys. He had a talk with the boys, and studied their pleasures om 
inclinations. Seeing a Dom my very much attentive to his lessons, he paid 
him Rs. 2 to buy books. The Magistrate took his seat with the boys on the 
bare ground and declined a chair, as many native gentlemen were standing 
before him. Mr. Inglis has always been known to be a sympathetic and kind- 
hearted official, 

47. The Mihtr-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 2nd February has the follow- 


Mr. Allen’s kind-heartedness. 


Mr. Inglis’s kind-heartedness. 


ing :-— 

. Mr. Allen, the kind-hearted and worthy Magis- 
trate of the 24-Parganas district, went the other day to inspect the khas mahal 
inthe Diamond Harbour subdivision. On his way toa village he found a 
man lying senseless on the road-side. On enquiry he learnt that the man had 
been attacked with cholera and placed there by the villagers, who were anxious 
to keep aloof from all cholera-stricken people. The Magistrate wanted to 
carry the man to a doctor, but no one was willing to help him in doing this. 
Thereupon he himself carried the man to the dispensary, ‘The man however 
died afew minutes after, and the Magistrate was put to great inconvenience 
in making arrangements for his cremation. No one came forward, and he had 
the man at last cremated with the help of doms, whom he paid from his own 
A It is men like Mr. Allen who are sure to receive the blessings of 
God. 

48. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd February has the following :— 


i ‘There was a gathering of about three or four 
nection with the ‘Transvaal War hundred people in the Town Hall, and many 
fuad. Rajas, Maharajas, Nawabs, Rai Bahadurs, Khan 
Bahadurs, and Mahamahopadhyayas graced the meeting with their presence, 
The gathering would much probably have been larger if the Viceroy or the 
Lieutenant-Governor could have been present. It is a great pleasure that the 

roceedings of the meeting passed off quietly. That the rich aristocracy of 
india should be so anxious to relieve the distress of the families of the killed 
and wounded British soldiers is no doubt highly praiseworthy. Where were 
such loyalty and philanthropy ever before shown? It is our great pride that 
our countrymen have so loyally and generously come forward to help the 
distressed in the Transvaal War. | 

There is acry for food everywhere. There has been an outbreak of 
famine in Central India, in Rajputana, and in tho Punjab. Thanks to the 
exertions of Government to relieve the distress, this widespread famine has not 
yet led to fatal consequences; but the future is not very hopeful when the 
people are being advised to depend more upon self-help than upon the Govern- 
ment. it is no small sacrifice on our part, no insignificant proof of our philan- 
thropy, that we have forgotteu the suffering even of our own countrymen and 
come to the rescue of the distressed families of British soldiers. 

_ At is our great pride that even in this distress the titled nobility and 
aristocracy of Bengal have come forward with handsome contributions to the 
Transvaal War fund. It is to be hoped that the Indian aristocracy will now as 
readily and as generously come to the rescue of their famine-stricken country- 
men. It is impossible that those who have been so readily moved by the 
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rief of the widows of British s»ldiers killed in the war should not be :moved 
by the distress of their own countrymen. .. It 1s impossible that people. should 
be allowed to die from starvation, or of disease caused by starvation, in 8 
country in which. thousands: of rupees have. been -readily subscribed for the 
purpose of relieving the distress of the families’ of British: soldiers killed or 
wounded in action. The Viceroy is preaching _self-help, and: the officials will 
follow him. We cannot believe that in such severe distress Indians will forget 
their starving countrymen. We cannot believe that. people will die of starva- 
tion when such generous and philanthropic people are in their midst. ©. 


The families of British soldiers who are laying down their lives for the 
defence of the Empire have no doubt a claim on our charity. But the widows 
of these soldiers are not starving, and will not die soon, whilst there are 
people in India who are starving, and who will die if not immediately saved. 
‘These people have a prior claim on our generosity. 


49, The Banyabandhu (Chandernagore] of the 3rd February has the  Baxcanaxoay, 
: . following :— 3 can , : Feb. 8rd, 1900. 
Taek Geenge Haiitee 08 Se The new Governor of Bombay was lately 
Cs ckanncabameames asics congas invited to a dinner in the hall of the Northbroo 
Society. In a speech delivered on that occasion Lord George Hamilton’ spoke 
as follows :— | Ne 


‘¢ What British rule had done for India could be ascertained only if they 
threw back their recollection 100 years, and saw what the condition of that 
country was then and compare it with what it is now. It was British rule 
which had saved India from being in a chronic condition of war, of desolation, 
and of oppression, and substituted for that unhappy condition peace, prosperity, 
and advancement.” es 

The English politician is a great adept in the art of using comparisons 
in self-defence. Complain of any grievances under British rule, and you are 
at once reminded of the pitiable condition of the country under Musalman 
rule. But such comparison is entirely out of place. Will such comparison 
benefit the people in any way? Will it remove thier wants and grievances? 
No one says that the Hindu or the Musalman rule was in every respect better 
than the English rule. Why then these comparisons ? ee 


As for Lord George Hamilton’s talking of peace, we can only say— <1 oe 
‘Why do they prate of the blessings of peace? We have made then! 4 curse. 
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When the poor are hovelled and hustled together, each sex, like swine; 
when only the ledger lives, and when only not all men lie.” 


Talk of peace and prosperity when thousands are dying from starvation! 

Indigenous commerce and manufacture have been ruined. Where then is 

rosperity ? ‘l'rade, commerce, and manufacture are all monopolised by the 
Curopeans, Why then speak of material advancement,? 


50. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 5th February is glad that Hzvo1 Bancavas, 
the slaughter of cattle by hide merchants has been Fe» 5th 1900. 

stopped at Ahmedabad, in Gujerat, on account of 

the Hindu opposition to that practice. Cows, sheep, 

and buffaloes are being sold very cheap ut Ahmedabad on account of the 

famine, A large number of such animals were being daily slaughtered by the 

hide merchants, The Hindus of that place uni:nimously declar against those 

who helped the hide merchants in any way. ‘Their determination has induced 

the Government to put a stop to this slaughter of animals, 


51, The same paper says that Lord Sandhurst, Governor of Bomba , is 


‘The proposed Sandhurst memo. 8108 to retire. His Bombay. friends are collect- 
oS ing subscriptions to erect a statue to commemorate 
i the many good acts he has done, There is no 
denying that those who are collecting subscriptions, saying that Lord Sandhurst 
was a good ruler, are all Englishmen. Does Lord Sandhurst think that an 
very great importance should be attached to what they are saying reg ding 
him? Does he think that the native criticism of his rule has no value - . 


Slaughter of cattle at Ahmeda- 
bad. 
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52. Babu Satya Krishna Rai writes in the Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 5th 
February:— __. | 
Insafficient feeding in the Zoo. The other day we went to see the Zoological 
Garden, Alipore, and saw the distribution of food to the animals, It was 
extremely insufficient food which the animals received, and the animals are 
becoming weak and emaciated, The lions and tigers seem to be half dead for 
want of proper feeding. The emaciated appearance of the animais and their 
hungry 00 s speak for themselves. The rule is to give meat to some birds, 
But moat was not at all given to some of them, and extremely small quantities 
of meat were given to the rest, 
53. ‘The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 6th February has the following :— 
At the request of Lord George Hamilton the: 
The famine and the Indian con. Lord Mayor of London has proposed to open a fund 
tribution to the “ransvaa “®t for the relief of the famine stricken in India. It is 
: also hoped that the cali for sulscriptions will be 
generously responded tv by. the British public. British generosity has indeed 
agreeably surprised us. England has now to look after the distressed families 
of the killed and wounded in the Transvaal War, and we could not even dream 
that even in this great crisis England would remember the distressed people of 
India. What do those among our contemporaries now say who hesitated to 
support the proposal about sending contributions from India to the Transvaal 
War fund? It is true that England is rich and India poor. But have the poor 
no heart? If we cannot contribute handsomely, what harm is there in contri- 
butirg however little we can? If we pay England Rs. 10, she will pay us 
back Rs. 10,000. 

There is famine at our door and hungry and starving people are crying 
for food and beseeching us for a handful of rice, It may not look well at such 
a time to deprive these hungry people of their morsels of rice and send 
those morsels to those who do not expect us to help them; but such conduct is 
certainly not unkind or ungenerous, It does not certainly deserve to be 
called hard-heartedness, It should not certainly form the subject of a 
cartoon or a satire. Recount the story of that Chitor nurse who sacrificed 
the life of her own child to save that of Rana Uday Singh to a nurse of these 
days, and she will question the sanity of that royal nurse of sacred memory. 
The heart does not care for criticism, and our sentiment will have often to be 
unnaturally repressed if we pay heed to public criticism. And such frequent 
smothering of feeling may so cramp and crush the heart as to render its human 

ossessor monstrously unnatural, It is a proof of godliness if one feels keenly 
for those in their distress who, during the last famine, liberally and generously 
helped us—who sent us tears of sympathy over four thousand miles of sea. We 
ought to be proud of our Rajas and Maharajas that they have come forward to 
give practical proofs of their gratitude to England in this her great distress. 
1f any of our contemporaries discovered hard-heartedness in this generous 
conduct, he should have resisted the temptation to hastily strike a discordant 
note, thereby swelling the chorus of the lament of the famine-stricken. 

It was Raja Ramesvar Singh, the worthy brother and successor of 
Lakshmiswar, who was always open-handed in his charity, who had called the 
meeting with the express object of showing England our gratitude for her 
benevolence during our last famine. Was it likely that Raja Rameswar had 
forgotten the present famine? No; he promised to call a meeting for the 
purpose of opening a famine fund. It may be that in their eagerness to show 
gratitude to ingland our Rajas and Maharajas have committed a mistake; but 


no native paper ought, like a hasty woman, to have read a homily to thém on 
account of that unintentional and insignificant error. 


Unrtya Papers, 


54. The Uriya and Navasamvd { Balasore} of the 10th January regrets 

: : to notice that the Government of India is unwill- 

pretusel sof Indian helpin the ing to avail itself of assistance which the Indians 

are loyally and cheerfully offering for a successful 

prosecution of the South African War. ‘he writer is unable to understand 

the reasons which prevent the English Government from using the vast 
resources at the command of the Government of India to the best advantage. 
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55, The Samvadvahika ( Balasore} of the 18th January regrets to find that sauvapvamma, 
on the Government of India is contemplating to Jan. 13th, 1900. 
The Government of India’sedu- reduce the aid now granted to collegiate schools 
en and colleges and grant a portion of the savings — 
thus effected to primary schools, The writer fears that this may be a death- 
blow to the high education of the Indians, who are now too poor to maintain 
their high educational institutions. The writer hopes that the Government 
will soon find out its mistake, and desist from the adoption of a questionable 
olicy. 
: 56, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 27th January is glad to learn Urea, 
that the military police of | Sat have set an Jan. 27tn, 1900. 
A good example set by the sample to their brethren in other parts of India 
military police of burma. b iwi ° ) 
y resolving to contribute a day’s pay of each of 
the members of their body to the fund recently started for the benefit of | q 
soldiers now fighting in South Africa. The writer hopes that this example of 4 
love and charity may be followed everywhere in India in right earnest. : 
57. Referring to the statement of the famine policy of the Government  Urearprrma. 4 
aes of India made in alate meeting of the Supreme o. 
orate famine policy of the Gov- Council by the Viceroy and his minister, the same : 
) paper observes that the public ought to be satisfied S| 
with it, and need not doubt the intentions of Government in a matter which a | 
affects human life, and which is therefore calculated to engage the serious i 
attention of Government. The writer hopes that the Government will mind 
their business carefully, find money for the same, and see that no human life is 
lost through want of timely relief. 
58. Referring to the transfer of Rai Radhanath Bahadur, the late § Urmaupma. 
7 [Inspector of Schools, Orissa Division, the same 
Sohn tg Tits? Inspectorship of paper states that Government should appoint an 
; educated native of Orissa to the post, and if a 
competent man is not available in the line, one may be selected from the other 
lines, as was done many years ago when the late Rai Nanda Kishore Das 
Bahadur was deputed from the executive to the education line to fill the post | 
of the Joint-Inspector of Schools, Orissa Division. une pit “hi 
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